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TCEQ RULES AND REGULATIONS, TAC TITLE 30 PART | CHAPTER 217.53.D,
"SEPARATION DISTANCES".

WHEN NEW SANITARY SEWERS ARE INSTALLED, THEY SHALL BE INSTALLED NO CLOSER
TO WATERLINES THAN NINE FEET IN ALL DIRECTIONS. SEWERS THAT PARALLEL
WATERLINES MUST BE INSTALLED IN SEPARATE TRENCHES. WHERE THE NINE-FOOT
SEPARATION DISTANCE CANNOT BE ACHIEVED, THE FOLLOWING GUIDELINES WILL
APPLY.

(A) WHERE A SANITARY SEWER PARALLELS A WATERLINE, THE SEWER SHALL BE
CONSTRUCTED OF CAST IRON, DUCTILE IRON, OR PVC MEETING ASTM SPECIFICATIONS
WITH A PRESSURE RATING FOR BOTH THE PIPE AND JOINTS OF 150 PSI. THE VERTICAL
SEPARATION SHALL BE A MINIMUM OF TWO FEET BETWEEN OUTSIDE DIAMETERS AND
THE HORIZONTAL SEPARATION SHALL BE A MINIMUM OF FOUR FEET BETWEEN OUTSIDE
DIAMETERS. THE SEWER SHALL BE LOCATED BELOW THE WATERLINE.

(B) WHERE A SANITARY SEWER CROSSES A WATERLINE AND THE SEWER IS
CONSTRUCTED OF CAST IRON, DUCTILE IRON, OR PVC WITH A MINIMUM PRESSURE
RATING OF 150 PSI, AN ABSOLUTE MINIMUM DISTANCE OF SIX INCHES BETWEEN
OUTSIDE DIAMETERS SHALL BE MAINTAINED. IN ADDITION, THE SEWER SHALL BE
LOCATED BELOW THE WATERLINE WHERE POSSIBLE AND ONE LENGTH OF THE SEWER
PIPE MUST BE CENTERED ON THE WATERLINE.

(C) WHERE A SEWER CROSSES UNDER A WATERLINE AND THE SEWER IS
CONSTRUCTED OF ABS TRUSS PIPE, SIMILAR SEMI-RIGID PLASTIC COMPOSITE PIPE,
CLAY PIPE, OR CONCRETE PIPE WITH GASKETED JOINTS, A MINIMUM TWO-FOOT
SEPARATION DISTANCE SHALL BE MAINTAINED. THE INITIAL BACKFILL SHALL BE
CEMENT STABILIZED SAND (TWO OR MORE BAGS OF CEMENT PER CUBIC YARD OF
SAND) FOR ALL SECTIONS OF SEWER WITHIN NINE FEET OF THE WATERLINE. THIS
INITIAL BACKFILL SHALL BE FROM ONE QUARTER DIAMETER BELOW THE CENTERLINE
OF THE PIPE TO ONE PIPE DIAMETER (BUT NOT LESS THAN 12 INCHES) ABOVE THE TOP
OF THE PIPE.

(D) WHERE A SEWER CROSSES OVER A WATERLINE, ALL PORTIONS OF THE SEWER
WITHIN NINE FEET OF THE WATERLINE SHALL BE CONSTRUCTED OF CAST IRON,
DUCTILE IRON, OR PVC PIPE WITH A PRESSURE RATING OF AT LEAST 150 PSI USING
APPROPRIATE ADAPTERS. IN LIEU OF THIS PROCEDURE THE NEW CONVEYANCE MAY
BE ENCASED IN A JOINT OF 150 PSI PRESSURE CLASS PIPE AT LEAST 18 FEET LONG
AND TWO NOMINAL SIZES LARGER THAN THE NEW CONVEYANCE. THE SPACE AROUND
THE CARRIER PIPE SHALL BE SUPPORTED AT FIVE FEET INTERVALS WITH SPACERS OR
BE FILLED TO THE SPRING LINE WITH WASHED SAND. THE ENCASEMENT PIPE SHOULD
BE CENTERED ON THE CROSSING AND BOTH ENDS SEALED WITH CEMENT GROUT OR
MANUFACTURED SEAL.
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